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On June 16, in a collaborative effort between the

Canadian Embassy and Jedidiah Trust, the Canadian

Ambassadors’ residence came alive with joy and

excitement as celebrations were held for the

children of incarcerated parents on the Day of the

African Child. The event aimed to uplift and bring

smiles to the faces of these young ones facing

challenging circumstances. The day was filled with

laughter and happiness as the children enjoyed

engaging games, a delicious lunch, vibrant music,

and energetic dances. The event provided a much-

needed break from their everyday struggles,

fostering a sense of camaraderie and offering them

a chance to create cherished memories. It was a

heartwarming occasion that highlighted the power

of community and compassion.

Celebrating Day of
the African Child
by Staff Reporter

" O u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t h e  f u t u r e" O u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t h e  f u t u r e" O u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t h e  f u t u r e
l e a d e r s ,  i n n o v a t o r s ,  a n dl e a d e r s ,  i n n o v a t o r s ,  a n dl e a d e r s ,  i n n o v a t o r s ,  a n d
c h a n g e - m a k e r s  o f  A f r i c a .  O nc h a n g e - m a k e r s  o f  A f r i c a .  O nc h a n g e - m a k e r s  o f  A f r i c a .  O n
t h i s  d a y ,  l e t  u s  c e l e b r a t e  t h e i rt h i s  d a y ,  l e t  u s  c e l e b r a t e  t h e i rt h i s  d a y ,  l e t  u s  c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r
r e s i l i e n c e ,  s t r e n g t h ,  a n dr e s i l i e n c e ,  s t r e n g t h ,  a n dr e s i l i e n c e ,  s t r e n g t h ,  a n d
l i m i t l e s s  p o t e n t i a l .  T o g e t h e r ,l i m i t l e s s  p o t e n t i a l .  T o g e t h e r ,l i m i t l e s s  p o t e n t i a l .  T o g e t h e r ,
w e  c a n  c r e a t e  a  b r i g h t e r  a n dw e  c a n  c r e a t e  a  b r i g h t e r  a n dw e  c a n  c r e a t e  a  b r i g h t e r  a n d
m o r e  i n c l u s i v e  f u t u r e  f o r  t h em o r e  i n c l u s i v e  f u t u r e  f o r  t h em o r e  i n c l u s i v e  f u t u r e  f o r  t h e
A f r i c a n  c h i l d .  N e l s o n  M a n d e l aA f r i c a n  c h i l d .  N e l s o n  M a n d e l aA f r i c a n  c h i l d .  N e l s o n  M a n d e l a

" T h e  D a y  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  C h i l d" T h e  D a y  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  C h i l d" T h e  D a y  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  C h i l d
r e m i n d s  u s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c er e m i n d s  u s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c er e m i n d s  u s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  n u r t u r i n go f  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  n u r t u r i n go f  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  n u r t u r i n g
t h e  d r e a m s  o f  o u r  y o u n g  o n e s .t h e  d r e a m s  o f  o u r  y o u n g  o n e s .t h e  d r e a m s  o f  o u r  y o u n g  o n e s .
L e t  u s  c r e a t e  a n  e n v i r o n m e n tL e t  u s  c r e a t e  a n  e n v i r o n m e n tL e t  u s  c r e a t e  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t
w h e r e  e v e r y  c h i l d  c a n  t h r i v e ,w h e r e  e v e r y  c h i l d  c a n  t h r i v e ,w h e r e  e v e r y  c h i l d  c a n  t h r i v e ,
f r e e  f r o m  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n df r e e  f r o m  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n df r e e  f r o m  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d
f i l l e d  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . "  -f i l l e d  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . "  -f i l l e d  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . "  -
A m i n a  J .  M o h a m m e dA m i n a  J .  M o h a m m e dA m i n a  J .  M o h a m m e d



The Church is the universal body of believers who

live by the teachings of Jesus Christ. Christians are

called to demonstrate the character of Christ

through love and compassion. In Matthew 26:36,

Jesus emphasizes the importance of visiting and

showing love to those in prison. The Church is

encouraged to go beyond preaching and make

scheduled visits to inmates, engaging in various

activities that bring joy and support. This includes

sponsoring celebrations like Mother's Day for

inmates and facilitating empowerment through

sports and educational courses.

Role of the Church in
Supporting Inmates
by Tafadzwa Rwizi

E v e r y o n e  i s  a
c a n d i d a t e  t o  g o  t o

p r i s o n .  W e  a l l  r e a c t
d i f f e r e n t l y  t o

d i v e r s e  s i t u a t i o n s .
L e t  u s  l e a r n  t o

f o r g i v e  a n d  a s s i s t
o u r  b r o t h e r s  a n d

s i s t e r s  t o  m a k e
b e t t e r  c h o i c e s  i n

l i f e .

Most of them will serve their time and be

assimilated back into the free world. But

without practical deliberate steps taken prior

to their release, such integration can become

a nightmare.

The Church should also lead the way in

helping inmates integrate into society by

providing support and creating opportunities

for a smooth transition. Additionally, the

Church should administer spiritual ministry

through prayers, counseling, and sharing the

Word of God, utilizing trained professionals to

offer Bible-based solutions and instill hope.
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P a s t o r  T a f a d z w a  R w i z i

F O O D  F O R  
T H O U G H T !

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  R e v e r e n d  M u k u p e  a n d
A m a i  o f  N o r t o n  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h  f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o
s e n s i t i z e  t h e i r  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  o n  i s s u e s
c o n c e r n i n g  c h i l d r e n  o f  i n c a r c e r a t e d  p a r e n t s  a n d
h o w  a s  a  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t  t h e y  c a n  a s s i s t  u s  w i t h
o u r  w o r k .  w e  a l s o  w e r e  f u r t h e r  i n v i t e d  t o  a n  a l l
n i g h t  e v e n t  w h e r e  w e  s e n s i t i z e d  t h e  y o u t h  o n  t h e
d a n g e r s  o f  d r u g  a b u s e  a n d  i t s  l i n k  w i t h
i m p r i s o n m e n t .  T h e  c h u r c h  a l s o  s p o n s o r e d  a  c h i l d
b y  p a y i n g  f o r  t h e i r  s c h o o l  f e e s .  F o r  t h a t  w e  a r e
v e r y  g r a t e f u l .

Y o u  c a n  a l s o  i n v i t e  u s  t o  y o u r  C h u r c h  t o  s e n s i t i z e
f a m i l i e s  o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  s u p p o r t i n g
i n m a t e s  a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n

A n  a v i d  p r i s o n  m i n i s t r y  a d v o c a t e  a n d
m i n i s t e r .  H e  i s  t h e  S e n i o r  P a s t o r  o f  H o u s e

o f  R e d e m p t i o n  M i n i s t r i e s ,  a
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t ,  e n t r e p r e n e u r  a n d

P r o f e s s i o n a l  L i f e  C o a c h .   



+263716497900

jedidiahtrustz1

jedidiah trust zim

jedidiahtrustzim@gmail.com

jedidiahtrustzim

Help us to help them!

We accept donations in cash or kind! Get in
touch with us with your donation!

Donations can be in the form of new or used
clothes for all age groups; groceries
(perishables or non-perishables); even just a
bar of soap, a packet of pads or packet of sugar
can help change someone's life!

Remember, no gift is too small!!!

GET IN TOUCH WITH US TO SPONSOR 
A CHILD!

We have a wide database of children in
need of support through school fees
payment, purchase of stationery and

uniforms.

SPONSOR A CHILD

Pay school fees for a child
Purchase stationery 

Buy uniforms

W h e n  s o m e o n e  i s  i m p r i s o n e d ,  i t  d o e s n ' t  j u s t  a f f e c t
t h e  i n c a r c e r a t e d .  I t  a f f e c t s  t h e  p e o p l e  l e f t  b e h i n d .   
N e a r l y  1 5  0 0 0  c h i l d r e n  i n  Z i m b a b w e  h a v e  p a r e n t s
i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  I t  i s  o f t e n  c o s t l y
a n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  v i s i t  o r  c a l l  a  p a r e n t  b e h i n d  b a r s .
A n d  l o s i n g  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  t r a u m a t i c  a n d  w i t h
l a s t i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  S i x t e e n  y e a r  o l d  S h i n g a i  i s
o n e  o f  t h e  t e e n a g e r s  a f f e c t e d  b y  p a r e n t a l
i n c a r c e r a t i o n .  " M y  m o s t  v i v i d  c h i l d h o o d  m e m o r i e s
a r e  t h o s e  I  h a d  w i t h  m y  f a t h e r , "  h e  s a y s .  " W e
w o u l d  g o  f i s h i n g  a n d  h e  w o u l d  t a k e  m e  t o  w a t c h
s o c c e r  m a t c h e s  e s p e c i a l l y  b e t w e e n  H i g h l a n d e r s
a n d  D y n a m o s  s i n c e  h e  w a s  a  s t a u n c h  G l a m o u r
B o y s  f a n .  B u t  h i s  i m p r i s o n m e n t  c h a n g e d  t h a t .
B e c a u s e  o f  h i s  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  I  b e c a m e  a  s t r o n g
p e r s o n .  I  h a v e  t o  s h o w  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  I  w o n ' t  f a l l
i n t o  t h i s  s y s t e m  a n d  t h i s  c y c l e  t h a t  t r a p s  s o  m a n y
p e o p l e ,  l i k e  m y s e l f .  S h i n g a i  i s  a  h i g h  s c h o o l
s t u d e n t  a n d  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h e
p s y c h o s o c i a l - s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  J e d i d i a h
T r u s t .  

T h e  p r o g r a m  f o c u s e s  o n  r a i s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o n  w h a t
i t  m e a n s  t o  l i v e  l i f e  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n
i m p r i s o n e d  p a r e n t  a n d  w a y s  o f  c o p i n g .  " W h e n  I
v i s i t e d  h i m  I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  i t  w a s  h a r d  g r o w i n g  u p
w i t h o u t  h i m , "  S h i n g a i  s a y s .  " L i k e  I  h a d  t o  l e a r n  t o
t a k e  c a r e  o f  m y  t w i n  s i b l i n g s  a t  a  t e n d e r  a g e ,  I  h a d
t o  l e a r n  t h e  a r t  o f  s u r v i v a l  o n  m y  o w n ,  w h i c h
s o m e t i m e s  l e d  t o  m e  g o i n g  d o w n  t h e  w r o n g  p a t h .
A n d  I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  c u r b e d  a l l  t h a t
i f  h i s  p r e s e n c e  w a s  j u s t  w i t h i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d . "
H a v i n g  a n  i n c a r c e r a t e d  p a r e n t  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a
h i g h  l e v e l  o f  c h i l d h o o d  t r a u m a  a n d  a t  J E D I D I A H
T R U S T  w e  a i m  t o  m a k e  t h i n g s  a  l i t t l e  e a s i e r  f o r
c h i l d r e n  w i t h  p a r e n t s  i n  p r i s o n .

Life of a child with an
incarcerated parent
by Chipo Munaku - Jedidiah Staff Member

C h i p o  M u n a k u

M a s t e r s  i n  g e n d e r  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t u d i e s

B s c  p e a c e  a n d  g o v e r n a n c e
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We want to thank you all for the feedback we have been receiving since we started. All
feedback is positive to us as it makes us grow and improve in conducting the work we

are doing. 
Here are some of your comments!

Woow this was awesome! Its a good read, I liked the part of presidential amnesty the
most. indeed it was a mixed bag of emotions over it - Daniel (Norton)

The Jedidiah newsletter is a welcomed accomplishment, especially in the field  of
prisons and corrections. Experts and professionals alike can get together to share

information, exchange ideas, updates and have an impact on the community
collectively. Great idea, Mr. Chikwanda, and thank you for its implementation.
Mrs Makaita Chikamhi Magarezano, Lawyer and Re-entry Advocate Masvingo

If you would like to comment about something that appears in this or any other issue of
Jedidiah Newsletter,or advertise with us, please do so! 

Address your comments to: The Editor
      Jedidiah Trust

      1097 Corn Crescent Avenue
      Norton

Email:     jedidiahtrustzim@gmail.com 
(be sure to put “Newsletter comment” on the subject line for us to respond to you

faster!)
Contact:     Jedidiah Office Lines (+263716395941)

I t  h a s  b e e n  1 5  y e a r s  s i n c e  F r e d e r i c  w a s  s e e n  b y  h i s
s o n  L u k e  a n d  h i s  d a u g h t e r  A n n a .  L u k e  w a s  3  a n d
A n n a  a  y e a r  o l d  w h e n  F r e d e r i c  w a s  c o n v i c t e d  f o r
m u r d e r .  W h o  i s  t h i s  p e r s o n ?  I n q u i r e s  A n n a  a n d  L u k e ,
M a r i a ,  p e r p l e x e d  i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  a n s w e r .
W h e n  h e r  c h i l d r e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  M a r i a
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e r  h u s b a n d  d i e d  i n  a  c a r  a c c i d e n t
a n d  h e r e  i s  a  g h o s t  w h o  h a s  r i s e n  f r o m  t h e  d e a d .  T h e
s i t u a t i o n  a t  h o m e  i s  t e n s e .  F r e d e r i c  c a n n o t  c o n v i n c e
h i s  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  h e  w a s  i n  p r i s o n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  1 5
y e a r s  a n d  M a r i a  c a n n o t  u n d o  h e r  l i e .  T h i s  i s  a n
i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  w h a t  m o s t  c h i l d r e n  o f  i n c a r c e r a t e d
p a r e n t s  g o  t h r o u g h  a n d  w h y  t h e y  n e e d  t o  b e
p r e p a r e d  b e f o r e  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  c o m e  h o m e .

R e - e n t r y  p r e p a r e d n e s s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f
r e i n t e g r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o f
i n c a r c e r a t e d  p a r e n t s .  I n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  w h e n  a  p a r e n t
i s  i n c a r c e r a t e d ,  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  c r e a t e  a l l  s o r t s  o f
s t o r i e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e i r  d e t e n t i o n .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e
t o l d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r e n t  h a s  t r a v e l e d  o n  w o r k  r e l a t e d
b u s i n e s s ,  o r  h e  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  w o r k
s t a t i o n .  A l l  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  a i m  t o  k e e p  t h e  c h i l d r e n
f r o m  r e a l i t y  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  a  p a r e n t ’ s  i n c a r c e r a t i o n
w h i c h  r e s u l t  i n  s t i g m a  a n d  s t e r e o t y p e s .  C h i l d r e n
h a v e  u n i q u e  v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  r e - e n t r y  p r o c e s s .  T h e y  a r e
m o r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  t r a u m a  a n d  s t r e s s  a n d  m a y
r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  e m o t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  a n d
r e a s s u r a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  f r o m
p r i s o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  b e f o r e  r e l e a s e  o f  a n  i n m a t e ,
s t a k e h o l d e r s  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
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Re-entry and Preparedness of Children

b y  L y d i e  M u n g a l a
P r i s o n  R i g h t  A c t i v i s t /  P e a c e b u i l d i n g  c o n s u l t a n t

M a n d e l a  W a s h i n g t o n  F e l l o w  2 0 2 1
Y A L I - D R C  N a t i o n a l  S e c r e t a r y

B . S c . ,  M . S c .  i n  P e a c e  a n d  C o n f l i c t  R e s o l u t i o n  S t u d i e s
 

  
1 .  C h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  h a v e  f r e q u e n t  i n t e r a c t i o n
w i t h  t h e  i n c a r c e r a t e d  p a r e n t  6  m o n t h s  o r  1 2
m o n t h s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e l e a s e .  T h i s  w i l l  a s s i s t  i n
b r e a k i n g  i s o l a t i o n ,  s h a m e  a n d  f e a r  f r o m  b o t h
p a r t i e s .
2 .  P r o v i d e  a g e  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a  w a y
t h a t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e i r  a g e  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  l e v e l .  T h i s  w i l l  h e l p  c h i l d r e n
r e d u c e  a n x i e t y  a n d  p r o m o t e  a  s e n s e  o f
p r e p a r e d n e s s .  
3 .  A d d r e s s  e m o t i o n a l  n e e d s  w h e n  a  p a r e n t  h a s
s p e n t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n ,  t h e  c h i l d
g r a d u a l l y  d i s c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t  s u c h  t h a t
t h e y  h a v e  l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e
i n c a r c e r a t e d  p a r e n t .


